SPIRITUAL GROWTH LEADERS

Rev. Beverly Gilliam

Beverly Gilliam was born in Jamaica, West
Indies and came to the United States in her
early teens. She lived in New York for many
years before moving to Texas with her
husband David. Before answering her call to
ministry Beverly had an extensive career in

business while also serving in various
positions in the local church. She was commissioned in 2006
and served in the Waco District. She was ordained full elder in
full connection at the 2009 Annual Conference and is currently
serving as the senior pastor at Morningside UMC in the Fort
Worth district. Beverly has a Master of Divinity from Brite
Divinity, TCU.

Dr. Harold Onwiler

Dr. Harold M. Onwiler is a native of
Nebraska who was transplanted to the
Southwest Texas Conference in 1987.
He is married to Roma Lea, who was a

preacher=s daughter. They are parents
of nine children and have 21 grandchildren and 7 great-
grandchildren.

He is a graduate of Hastings College (BA), Evangelical
Theological Seminary (M.Div) and San Francisco Theological
Seminary (D.Min).

Dr. Onwiler has long been a strong advocate of the Women's
Division and the Schools of Christian Mission. He has served as
Assistant Dean and Dean of the Nebraska Conference
cooperative schools, and been a study leader one or more
times in the Nebraska Conference, Texas Conference,
Southwest Texas Conference, Central Texas Conference and
North Texas Conference. It is his belief that the Schools of
Christian Mission are the best adult education program in The
United Methodist Church and possibly in any mainline
denomination.

He will be without assignment as pastor of a church for the first
time in 54 years beginning June 1, 2010

He eagerly anticipates participating in the Central Texas and
New Mexico Conference schools as a study leader.

Rev. Rick Hawkins
Native of Dallas, Graduate of University of
Texas at Arlington: undergraduate degree

Graduate degrees from Prairie View A & M
University and Perkins School of Theology at

) Southern Methodist University.
Former teacher in Dallas ISD and curriculum writer; mentor and
tutor, Teacher of ESL: English as a Second Language and
Ordained Clergy in the United Methodist Church.

Served in the Central Texas Conference and currently the North
Texas Conference, served as Associate Director of Council on
Ministries and Director of Shalom Zone Ministries.

Served as Regional Executive Secretary in Mission Personnel
and Advance Representative at the General Board of Global
Ministries of the United Methodist Church. Work-related travel
to: Honduras,

Belize, Bahamas, Puerto Rico, Liberia, Ghana, and Nigeria in
Africa, Europe: Germany, France, England, Lithuania, Bulgaria,
Hungary, Ireland, Poland, and throughout the United States,
served on District and Conference Boards of Ordained
Ministries, Chair of Chaplains and Related Ministries. Served as
President of the Texas Dept. of Human Services Advisory
Council.

Served on United Way Advisory Board and on the John Ford
Foundation.

Board Member for Wesley-Rankin Center in Dallas and
currently serving as Board Member at Lancaster Outreach
Center, in Lancaster, Texas.

Mentor Pastor in the North Texas Conference and currently
serving as Pastor of First United Methodist Church in Lancaster
Spiritual Study Growth Leader at several Schools of Christian
Mission and Regional Schools.

Married to Andrea Hawkins.

Rev. Rhonda Troll

Rhonda has been a member of
Bulverde UMC since moving to San
Antonio from Austin in 1997. She has
served her local unit as Vice-President,
President, Spiritual Growth and E&I
Coordinator as well as historian. She served as Mission

Coordinator for E&I for the SA District, Mission Coordinator for
Spiritual Growth for the SA District. She has led District Time
Apart retreats, and co-led a conference Lenten retreat. She
was Assistant Dean of the 2005 SWTC School of Christian and
Dean of the 2006 SWTC School of Christian Mission. Rhonda
has led women’s Bible study groups in her church for the last 9
years, served as Sunday School Superintendent, Sunday school
teacher, Church Business Administrator, Certified Lay Speaker,
Advanced Lay Speaker, and Emmaus Lay Director. Rhonda is a
certified candidate for Ordained Ministry, and has recently
completed Local Pastor Licensing School with SWTX
conference.



Rev. Dr. Lisa L. Neslony

.Rev. Dr. Lisa L. Neslony is Pastor of
Smithfield United Methodist Church in
North Richland Hills, Texas. She received
her bachelor’'s degree in journalism and
education from Baylor University in 1981,
and worked for a total of 13 years as a
reporter and editor at the Waco Tribune-
Herald and the Fort Worth Star Telegram. She received her
master’s of divinity degree from Brite Divinity School at Texas
Christian University in 1996 and was ordained as an Elder in the
Central Texas Conference in 1999. She recently completed
work on a doctor of ministry degree and will participate in the
May 2010 graduation ceremony at Saint Paul School of
Theology in Kansas City, Mo. Her focus of interest is spiritual
formation in persons with autism spectrum disorders. Lisa and
her husband David have three grown sons — Tim, Aaron and
Micah — and two beautiful grandchildren — Jake and Haley. This
is Lisa’s second opportunity to serve at the Cooperative School
of Christian Mission. She brings to this course a variety of
teaching and learning experiences and a great love for Jesus
Christ.

Rev. Melinda Veatch
The Rev. Melinda Veatch is the Executive
Director of Tarrant Area Community of
Churches. A graduate of Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary, she was ordained as
3 Minister of Word and Sacrament in the
Presbyterian Church (USA) in 1996. After serving St. Philip
Presbyterian Church in Hurst, Texas, she accepted a call to
serve Tarrant Area Community of Churches in March of 2006.
At St. Philip, she focused on Christian Education from beginning
to end of life, youth ministry and programming, congregational
fellowship, pastoral care, community ministry, as well as local
and global mission outreach.

At TACC, she continues to focus on community ministry,
education around issues in the community, fellowship and
shared mission among congregations, and community worship.

Melinda most recently served her denomination as the
moderator of the Grace Presbytery General Presbyter Search
Committee, the 2008 Moderator of Grace Presbytery (the 180
congregations between the Red River and Salado and between
Texarkana and Abilene), and as a Trustee of Grace Presbytery.

She currently serves as a member of the PC(USA) Synod of the
Sun Permanent Judicial Commission, the Mayor’s Advisory
Commission on Homelessness for the City of Fort Worth, the
Texas Conference of Churches Board, the Courage and Renewal
North Texas Board, and as a convener for the FWISD Faith
Community Action Team and the Faith-Based Homelessness
Coalition in Tarrant County.

Melinda lives in Fort Worth with her husband Glen Ely. They
enjoy traveling, cooking, hiking, walking, time with friends
and looking up at the sky from the grass in their backyard.

YOUTH STUDY LEADERS

Kyle Roberson was born and raised
in Arlington, Texas and literally grew up
at First United Methodist Church,
: Arlington.  After graduating from
‘i‘kl Arlington High School, he officially
became a “Gentleman” of Centenary College of Shreveport,

Louisiana where he received his Bachelor’s Degree in Christian
Education. Completed his Masters of Divinity Degree at Perkins
School of Theology at SMU and is currently in the ordination
process in the Central Texas Conference of the United
Methodist Church. He and wife Joy, who holds her Masters of
Theological Studies Degree from Perkins and serves in ministry
with the Central Texas Conference of the United Methodist
Church as the Associate Director of Mission Ministries working
with Students, are parents to Cordner (5) and another little one
on the way in October 2010. He enjoys the outdoors, reading,
reducing/reusing/recycling,  cooking, listening to and
attempting to play any and all kinds of music, and watching
movies. His favorite hang-out is anywhere with hot coffee and
free Wi-F

Rev. Mike Wright-Chapman, a native
of Fort Worth and grew up in Crowley, Texas.
He is a graduate of Crowley High School and
earned a Bachelor of Arts at Texas Wesleyan
University in Fort Worth. He received a
Master of Arts in Christian Education from

Scarritt Graduate School (now Scarritt-
Bennett Center) in Nashville, Tennessee.

Mike was consecrated a United Methodist Diaconal Minister in
1988 and ordained a Deacon in 1997. He has served in nine
local United Methodist churches, and on two Annual
Conference staffs, primarily in youth ministry appointments.
He currently serves as Associate Pastor for Nurture Ministries
at First United Methodist Church in Burleson, Texas.

He is married to Kathy Wright-Chapman, Director of
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment at Education Service
Center, Region XI, in Fort Worth. They have one son, Matt,
who is 16 and a sophomore in High School. The Wright-
Chapman family resides in Arlington, Texas.



GEOGRAPHIC STUDY LEADERS

Wanda Holcombe

Wanda is a retired Methodist missionary and
currently serves as Peace with Justice
Coordinator for the Southwest Texas
Conference in a volunteer capacity for the
past 10 years. Wanda creates and facilitates
training seminars on “Reconciliation &

Healing Methods”, makes presentations on
justice concerns as presented in the Social Principles, provides
consultancy to Conference Boards and Agencies; and maintains
linkages between national and local boards. Wanda serves on
the Southwest Texas Conference Board of Church & Society
and Commission for Christian Unity & Inter-religious Concerns.
She also serves as a board member of Texas Impact.

Wanda has led two Interfaith Pilgrimages of Peace for the
General Board of Church and Society, one to the Holy Lands of
Israel/Palestine and the other to Istanbul, Turkey. She has also
led for the General Board of Global Ministries two Volunteer in
Mission Teams to Cameroon, Africa, one of the GBGM Initiative
locations for starting new churches.

Upon returning to the US in 1999, Wanda has served as a
Regional Study Leader for various studies and facilitated studies
at numerous UMW Mission Schools and in local UMW units.
Wanda will serve again this year as a Regional Study Leader for
the Sudan Study.

Wanda resides in Austin, Texas where her husband serves as
retired pastor to Asbury UMC. Wanda and George Holcombe
have two adult children and five grandchildren.

Nancy Maples

Nancy Maples is a life-long Methodist with
a passion for music, animals,

and United Methodist Women. She is the
Director of Music Ministry at First United

Methodist Church in EI Campo, and the choir accompanist for
the El Campo Middle School and High School Choirs. Nancy has
a Bachelor’s Degree in psychology from the University of
Houston-Victoria. She has been active in United Methodist
Women for over 10 years. She has served as a Conference
officer for the SWTX Conference and just finished a four year
term as District President for the Victoria District. Nancy has
lead studies in the Conferences of Oklahoma, Central Texas,
Northwest Texas, North Texas and Southwest Texas. This is the
second year that Nancy has led the study on “Sudan” at
numerous locations across Texas. Nancy has been married for
26 years to her husband Steve and has two children, Chris (24),
who is training to be a paramedic and Katherine (22) a recent
graduate of Southwestern University in Georgetown, TX.

Amy Spaur

Amy Spaur is currently the Volunteer and
Outreach Coordinator for Justice For Our
Neighbors, an UMCOR ministry of the North
Texas Conference and the Central Texas

Conference that provides warm welcome and

b free legal services to low-income immigrants in
our communities. She is a commissioned missionary of the
United Methodist Church, and is serving
through GBGM's Church and Community Worker (CCW)
Program. Prior to joining the CCW program, Amy was a Mission
Intern through GBGM where she served in Bogota, Colombia,
and Dallas/FTW, Texas. Originally from lowa, Amy received her
BA degree in Spanish and International Management from
Central College in Pella, lowa, and her MA degree in Missions
and Intercultural Studies from Wheaton College Graduate
School in Wheaton, IL.

CHI L D RTEDY’LEADER

Connie Smith

Connie is a lifelong Methodist attending
the First United Methodist Church of
Crowley. She has been the Children’s
Coordinator at First Crowley for 11
years. Connie has taught the children’s
study at the Cooperative School of
Christian Mission for the previous 2 years and can’t wait to lead
God’s children in this year’s study. Connie has a B.S. in Political
Science and History from TCU, owner of Putt-Putt Golf &
Games, Chairperson for House of Hope annual Share the Love
program for underprivileged children at Christmas, fundraiser
and committee member for Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra,
March of Dimes Signature Chefs - Chair, and Fort Worth
Museum of Science and History. | have been married for 16
years to the love of my life Brian and have 3 precious
daughters, Kennedy, Reagan and Madison Smith. In my free
time | enjoy cooking, traveling with my family, and water skiing.



SOCIAL ISSUE STUDY LEADERS

Rev. Steven F. Campbell

Steven has been in the ministry since
1974 serving churches throughout
the Northwest Texas Conference. In
his current appointment, he has
served as Pastor of Slaton UMC, since
2000. He graduated from McMurry
University with a B.A. in Religion and
Perkins School of Theology with a
Masters in Theology. Steven has been

leading at Schools of Christian
Mission studies since 1975 in Northwest Texas, New Mexico,
Central Texas, North Texas, Kansas West and Missouri West. In
his spare time he enjoys golfing and tennis and is involved with
the Walk to Emmaus, Karios, Chrysalis, summer church camp
and mission trips. He has travelled to Israel, Egypt, England,
Scotland, China, Alaska and Honduras.

Edna Davis

Edna is a current director of Women’s
Division and General Board of Global
Ministries, serving on the Finance Committee
of both. She chairs the sub-committee on
investments. Schools of Christian Mission
have always been special for her. She is
serving her third year on Regional School
planning teams. She has lead focus groups,
officer training and assisted with plenaries at Regional Schools
and conference schools. She has been study leader for North
Texas, Idaho-Oregon conference schools as well as Central
Texas. She has served in several offices of local units, district
and conference. She served as Central Texas Conference
president before being selected to serve as director of
Women'’s Division. She is a certified lay speaker. She has been
a delegate to General Conference and Jurisdictional
Conference.

At the time of her retirement, she was working for Pier 1

Imports. She worked for a number of years for Central Texas
Conference Credit Union, seven of those years she served as
manager. She has served on the staff of several local churches
in a variety of responsibilities, as a volunteer and for pay.

She and her husband, Jerden, have one grown son that lives in
Fort Worth. He married about a year and half ago. They are
now blessed with a daughter-in-law and a very special
granddaughter.

Rev. Maureen Mathias

Maureen grew up in Houston, came to
Texas Wesleyan University to major in
Christian Education, and never left the
Central Texas area. She married, had
three sons, and became a high school
English teacher. Maureen taught at
Trimble Technical High School in Fort
Worth for 20 years.

In 1983 she began attending Brite Divinity School at TCU for a
Master of Divinity degree. Rev. Mathias was ordained Elder in
1989. While at Brite she was part-time Program Director at
Trinity UMC in Arlington, then pastor of Maypearl/Venus
churches. In 1987 she was appointed to what is now Vitas
Hospice as Chaplain. She remained in hospice work for 12
years.

Now “retired,” Maureen is doing ministry in very different
directions. She attended the two-year Academy for Spiritual
Formation and several other venues in spiritual formation. She
was a leadership trainer for The Upper Room’s curriculum,
Companions in Christ. She volunteers for Universal Health
Services In-Patient Hospice and Palliative Care Facility and sits
on the Board for Universal Health Resources. She teaches at
First UMC Arlington, where she and her husband Ben attend.

Rev. Brenda Wier

Rev. Wier is the Executive Director of the
Metropolitan Board of Missions, the
mission and outreach arm of the Fort
Worth and Mid-Cities Districts of the
United Methodist Church. She is married
to Richard, a Captain on the Fort Worth
Fire Department and they have one son,

Will who is a senior at Texas A&M.

Brenda is no stranger to UMW. In past years she taught
courses and led focus groups for the Central Texas Conference
Cooperative School of Christian Mission. A calling to justice
ministries and Christian unity has provided for many exciting
and faith-filled experiences during her 40 years in ministry.
Habitat for Humanity, Justice for Our Neighbors, Christian Unity
and Interreligious Concerns and the Tarrant County Faith Based
Homelessness Coalition, are among the many areas of her work
in the Annual Conference. It has been an honor and privilege
for her to serve as a delegate to General Conference in 2004
and 2008. She counts it a privilege to participate with United
Methodist Women and their important mission work
happening throughout the world.



MUSICIANS
SONG LEADER
DeDe Jones
Worship Arts Director, St. Andrew’s United

Methodist Church. DeDe has spent her life
in the music industry, making her first

stage appearance at the age of three.
Since then she has recorded several albums and performed in
auditoriums, churches, stadiums and on television around the
world. She now serves as the Worship Arts Director for St.
Andrews United Methodist Church in Arlington, Texas, where
she leads in worship, writes and produces the church musicals
for all occasions. She also produces and arranges for recordings
for various artist and worship groups including St. Andrew’s.
She also has extensive experience working in contemporary
worship and uses her skills and knowledge to consult with
churches on their own contemporary worship programs. She
also sings with One Will, a band of talented musicians and

vocalists.

ACCOMPANIST

| ). Katherine Titsworth

Kate Titsworth is a worship leader,
keyboard player and office manager for St.
Andrew’s United Methodist Church, where
she has been a member for the last 18

. years. A writer, Kate has had devotions
published twice in the Upper Room; she has created three VBS
curriculums and has adapted various sources to create a
spiritual gifts curriculum as well. Kate has been married to Tim
for 26 years and together they have two grown boys, Matthew,
25, a physicist and mathematician, and Sam, 22, a history and
English major at the University of North Texas planning to enter
the ordained ministry. Kate has a three-year old grandson,
Taliesin, who is the light of her life.



