
For the Love of God:  
The Epistles of John’s Letters 

 2010 SPIRITUAL GROWTH STUDY  
 

 This study by Justo L. and Catherine 
Gunsalus Gonález is at once a scholarly, and 
yet, at the same time, a very approachable 
examination of a part of one of three great 
bodies of work of the New Testament—the 
Epistles of John. The main thrust of the 
detailed investigation of these three 
Epistles of John concerns the longest of the 
letters, 1 John, although the two shorter 
letters are given attention also.   
 The study focuses of the Epistles as 
God’s Word to us today, with the emphasis 
of loving all humanity, as well as on 
revealing who among us are false teachers. 
Calling 1 John at the same time profound 
and elegant, Justo and Catherine quote 
John Wesley, who discovered in the letter 
the simplicity of language that he sought in 
the sermons of preachers. He also found, as 
our readers will find, “the sum of the whole 
Gospel, “We love Him, because He first 
loved us.”   
 Calling the readers to love and joy, 
the letters are as relevant today as they 
were when they were written, as they tell 
us of “the emphasis on the grounding of the 
Gospel in the very nature of God, from the 
very beginning of all things.” And that “God 
took on human form…to share our human 
life. …And this is the prelude to the 
possibility of our nearness to God.” First 
John tells us that having fellowship with 

God cannot be separated from having 
fellowship with one another. 
 
Rev. Dr. Harold Onwiler 

Dr. Harold M. 
Onwiler is a native 
of Nebraska who 
was transplanted to 
the Southwest 
Texas Conference in 
1987.  He is married 
to Roma Lea, who 

was a preacher’s daughter.  They are 
parents of nine children and have 21 
grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren. 

He is a graduate of Hastings College 
(BA), Evangelical Theological Seminary 
(M.Div) and San Francisco Theological 
Seminary (D.Min).  

Dr. Onwiler has long been a strong 
advocate of the Women’s Division and the 
Schools of Christian Mission.  He has served 
as Assistant Dean and Dean of the Nebraska 
Conference cooperative schools, and been a 
study leader one or more times in the 
Nebraska Conference, Texas Conference, 
Southwest Texas Conference, Central Texas 
Conference and North Texas Conference.  It 
is his belief that the Schools of Christian 
Mission are the best adult education 
program in The United Methodist Church 
and possibly in any mainline denomination. 

He will be without assignment as 
pastor of a church for the first time in 54 
years beginning June 1, 2010 

He eagerly anticipates participating 
in the Central Texas and New Mexico 
Conference schools as a study leader. 
 

 
School Location and Information 

 

Weekday Evening School 
August 2-4, 2009 

Registration starts at 6:00 p.m. 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

7:00 – 9:00pm 
First United Methodist Church of Hurst 

521 W. Pipeline Road 
Hurst, Texas 76053 

(817) 282-7384 
 

Cost $20.00 
 

Make Checks payable to CTC-CSCM and mail 
with Registration Form to:  

 

Vanessa Nunn - CSCM Registrar  
1701 Yolanda Drive  

Fort Worth, TX 76112-3970 
Phone: (817) 429-3256   

Email: ctc-registcscm@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 

Childcare for ages, birth- under 6  will 
be provided, but reservations are 

required. Register on- line at: 
 http://bit.ly/9NCyrl 

 

There will be no children's or  
youth study for the evening class.  

 

mailto:ctc-registcscm@sbcglobal.net
http://bit.ly/9NCyrl


REGISTRATION FORM 

School of Christian Mission Event 
Weekday Evening Class  

August 2-4, FUMC Hurst 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

7:00-9:00 PM 
Enclosed Amount $ 20.00 

Please complete a separate form for each person. 
 

Name ______________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________ 
 

City ____________ State _______ 
 

Zip_____________ 
 

Phones: Home_______________________ 
 

Cell_______________________________ 
 

Emergency Contact________________________ 
 

Phone No___________________________ 
 

Email ___________________________________ 
 

Local Church________________________ 
 

Female ____  Male ____   
 

District: ____________________________ 
 

CHILDCARE NEEDS: 
Name: ________________________ Age: ______ 
 

Name: ________________________ Age: ______ 
 

Name: ________________________ Age: ______ 
 

Name: ________________________ Age: ______ 
 

Check all that apply: 
First Time Attendee   
Clergy   
District Officer   
Conference Officer   
Jurisdictional Officer   
Cert. Lay Speaker 
Request CEU’s - .6 CEU’s available for class 

 
 

STUDY RESOURCES 
 
 

The 2010 Spiritual Growth Study focuses on 
modern-day relevance of the Epistles as God's 

Word, emphasizing love for all humanity; 
revealing who among us are false teachers. 
Fellowship with God cannot be separated from 
fellowship with one another. 

 

Stock #:M3070 

 
 
 
 

Order your resources from the                       
Mission Resource Center to read prior to the 

school or you may buy them in the CSCM 
Resource Center during the school at                        

the FUMC Hurst. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

www.missionresourcecenter.org 
 
 

 
 
 

 CENTRAL TEXAS CONFERENCE  
 

For the Love of God: The 
Epistles of John’s Letters 

Evening Class 
 

FUMC Hurst 
August 2-4, 2009 

7:00-9:00 pm 
 

2010 School of 

Christian Mission  
 

FAITH • HOPE • LOVE IN 

ACTION 
 

As people of FAITH, we trust in the promise of 

Christ to bring light into darkness and new life to 

brokenness and death. 

 

As people of HOPE, we celebrate and share the good 

news of Jesus Christ. Together in the world we are 

partners in God’s mission of healing and wholeness 

so that all might have abundant life. 

 

As people of God, we LOVE because God first loved 

us. It is out of that love that we welcome all into 

community, unite what is divided, mend what is 

broken, call for peace where there is war, make just 

what is unjust, and offer hope where there is despair. 

 

FAITH • HOPE • LOVE IN ACTION: All God’s 

people in mission together in the world! 

 

http://www.missionresourcecenter.org/

